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Abstract: In China vocational education becomes more and more important nowadays. English teaching plays an important role in vocational education. Classroom teaching is the main way for students to learn English in vocational school. But in vocational school, a lot of problems still exist in the English teaching especially in the teaching of vocabulary building. In this paper, the importance and methods of building vocabulary will be further discussed. 
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Introduction
As is known to all, vocabulary is basic language materials and one of the bases of learning English language. Just as the famous linguist Wilkins said, “Without grammar very little can be conveyed, without vocabulary nothing can be conveyed.” Both Nation’s experiment and Meara’s and Jones’ tests have proved the close relationship between vocabulary and the level of foreign language. Nowadays, most of the students in vocational school have poor English vocabulary, which has many bad effects on improve their English. Therefore, how to teach English vocabulary effectively has become the problem concerned and studied among vocational education field. However, vocabulary teaching is a long-term and arduous task. So it is necessary that English vocabulary teaching should be researched. 
English teaching plays an important role in vocational education. And English is one of basic courses, which makes students study further. However, at present most of students in vocational school have great difficulty in learning English because of some inappropriate learning methods. We can find that the main reasons are weak basic knowledge and limited vocabulary. Vocabulary is one of three main language elements and building material of language. How to make students master necessary English vocabulary is an important teaching task. Language learning and teaching practice show that teaching English Vocabulary Building can have some regular patterns. In my opinion, in our English teaching we can apply the following learning methods in order to broaden students’ vocabulary.  
Section One: Vocabulary association

An association is the mental connection we make between two things or ideas. “Association teaching” refers to help students learn, review and remember vocabulary by means of association in class. It can also improve the effect of classroom teaching, and is the best way of forming knowledge system. In vocabulary association teaching, we can use compare association, neighbor association, scene association, interest association, phonetics association and so on. We can use compare association in the teaching of synonym or antonym. For example, when explaining the phrase “take part in”, we can associate “join in”. Besides, to learn “blue collar (upper manual worker)”, we can associate “white collar”. To learn “soft drink”, we can associate “strong drink”. We can use scene association to deepen words impression, which makes students remember them easily.  As British writer John Donne was saying, “No word is an island, entire of itself; every word is a piece of the context, a part of the whole.”

In addition, we can find the association between word and sentence. For example, to remember “accent, act, care for, collection, motherland”, which have no little association. How do we remember them? We can make the sentence by them. “Once there was a man whose accent was not very good, but he acted very well. In his spare time, he cared for stamps and had a large collection of stamps. And he said one day he would give all his stamps to his motherland.” Association is not only the method of teaching but also the one of learning. If we can use it properly, it can help students to enlarge vocabulary.
Section Two: Pronunciation 
Because English is alphabetic writing, many words can be spelled out according to the phonetic symbol. And their pronunciations have certain rules, so we should pass on pronunciation rules to them. The students can know their spelling according to the phonetic pronunciation rules. For example, the last letter “e” in these words “face，these，like...” is a silent letter. The monograms “ea, tion, ph, oo, ou, er...” have the same pronunciation in different words. Our students master the pronunciation by imitation, and then they learn English vocabulary by spelling rules Therefore, the students are able to remember the new words correctly by means of combining pronunciations with pronunciation rules.
(1) letter a                pronunciation        example 
open syllable            [eɪ]                game make tape  
closed syllable           [æ]                map mad fat hat 
r syllable               [ɑ:]                dark hard farm
(2) monogram ai(ay), oi(oy)  
ai(ay)                 [eɪ]               rain fail stay day 
oi(oy)                 [ɔɪ]               boil point coin 
Judging from these, when the students meet the following new words: wave, cap, barter, spray, Taylor, daylight, toilet, oilpaper,..., they can read them fluently and remember them quickly.
Section Three: Word formation
In English, the formation of many vocabularies has some regulation. There are three ways of word formations: compounding, conversion, derivation.
Compounding is that one word is made up of two or more words. As following: bedroom, teapot, footprint, warm-hearted, everywhere....   
Moreover, conversion is that the part of speech has changed. A part of speech is a particular grammatical class of word, for example noun, adjective, or verb For example, the word “hand” as a noun means the parts of your body at the end of your arms, while as a verb it means to give from one’s own hand into someone else’s. The word “empty” as an adjective means containing nothing. But as a verb it means to make or become empty. In English a word may belong to two or more parts of speech. As long as the students master them, they can enlarge their vocabularies. 
In English there are many word beginnings (prefixes) and word endings (suffixes) that can be added to a word to change its meaning or its word class. The most common ones are shown here, with examples of how they are used in the process of word formation. The most common prefixes used to form new verbs in academic English are: re-, dis-, un-, im-, over-, mis-, out-, en-, tele-, kilo-, centi-, milli-.... 
The following prefixes can be used in front of many words to produce an opposite meaning. Note, however, that the words formed in this way are not always exact opposites, and may have a slightly different meaning.

-un  unfair unnecessary unlimited
in-  incorrect, inefficient  
im- impossible，immobilize 
il- illiterate   ir- regular 
dis-   disagree, dishonest 

non-   non-smoker  nonresident 

In addition, the most common suffixes are: -or, -tion, -ise, -en, -able, -ly, -(i)fy. By far the most common affix in academic English is -ise.

1. Noun formation  The  –er, -ment, –ation, -sion, and –ion can be added to many verbs to form nouns, like this:

–er     driver  teacher 

-ment   development   amazement 

–ation  examination  organization 

The suffixes –ity and –ness can be added to many adjectives to form nouns, like this:

–ity   cruelty   purity 

–ness  darkness  happiness  

2. Verb formation  
  The suffix –en can be added to adjectives to form verbs, meaning “make” or “become”, like this: quick + en: quicken means make or become quick or quicker.

The suffixes –ize and –ify can be added to many nouns and adjectives to form verbs, like this:

-ize  modernize   popularize   
3.  Adverb formation 

The suffix –ly can be added to most adjectives to form adverbs, like this:

-ly  easily stupidly 

4. Adjective formation 
 The suffixes –y, -ic, -ical, -ful and –less can be added to many to nouns form adjectives, like this:

–y   dirty  smelly 

-ical  biological   grammatical 

-ful   hopeful careful 

The suffixes –able can be added to many verbs to form adjectives, like this:

–able  washable breakable  
Mastering word formation will enlarge English vocabulary effectively. And it can make us understand and judge the meaning of words. It can be said that if we master 30-40 roots and 20-30 prefixes, we can guess the meaning of thousands of new words. For example, you know the root “port”(which means carrying), and you know  “-able”(can be)、“-er”（someone who –s or who is –ing），prefixes “im-” (inside)、“ex-”(outside)、“trans-”（on or to the far side of; across; showing a change），you can guess the meaning of many new words. 
Examples：port (v.to carry); porter (n.a people employed to carry travellers’bags at railway stations, airports,etc.); portable (adj.that can be easily carried or moved;quite small and light.); import(v.to bring in something, esp goods from another place or country); importer (n.A merchant who go in for the business of importing); export(v.to send goods out of a country for sale); exporter(n. A merchant who go in for the business of exporting); transport(v.to carry goods, people, etc. from one place to anther.); transportable(adj.that can be transported.); transporter(n. A merchant who go in for the business of importing or exporting)…
In conclusion, knowing the Greek and Latin roots of several prefixes and (beginning and suffixes attached to words) can also help us determine the meaning of words.
Section Four: Reading
Reading is an active thinking process in which you look at the printed words and get some ideas from them. It is also the effective way to enlarge our vocabulary. By meeting words regularly and repeatedly, we can familiarize ourselves with words easily. And we can understand new words in certain contexts without referring to the dictionary. Instead of memorizing vocabulary from a dictionary, we can obtain a considerable amount of vocabulary by reading both intensively and extensively.

An intensive reading is very helpful for this purpose because it ensures the basic knowledge about the exact meanings and correct usage of words and phrases, and consequently our ability to express ourselves in the language accurately is improved. However, an intensive reading method would be in sufficient without a second one, an extensive reading. By this method we can hopefully get an access to a large number of words in contexts with a practical knowledge about collocations as well as the different meaning and different style resulting from different choices of words. Only in this way can we enlarge our vocabulary with a simultaneous awareness of the uses of words. By and by our English vocabulary will be enlarged enormously.
In vocational school, teachers should encourage students to read some English book on specialized subject. Students grape some specialized English vocabulary so that they read some international publications on science and technology. Therefore, Reading plays an important part in building English vocabulary. 
Section Five: Writing 
It is generally agreed that writing is the best way to improve English. Writing is a skill which requires constant practice. 
“Students learn to write by writing, and they learn to write correctly by writing, revising, and proofreading their own work” —with some help or direction from the teacher when it is necessary. They do not learn to write correctly by studying about writing or doing isolated workbook exercises unrelated to their own writing. So, the most important technique which a teacher can use is to guide students toward grammatically correct. Writing is to let them write things related to their own experiences. There is no limit to the kinds of text the teacher can ask students to write. Teachers’ decisions, though, should base on how much language the students know, what their interests are. Teachers should ask the students to do more writing practice with more sentences and useful expressions. 
In vocational school, teachers should encourage students to write compositions in English. Keep a diary in English, and it can allow us to practice our English every day, and it is really a wonderful way to improve our English. Therefore, Writing plays an important part in building English vocabulary. 
Section Six:  Words Classification
We can ask the students to remember words according to their purposes. When learning a word, we can also learn the similar words. Such connections enable the students to remember words for a long time. It is conducive to long-term memory. Examples in common basic English for manufacture：
1. doctors: physician, surgeon, dentist, family doctor
2. PPE: helmet, overalls, safety belt, boots, apron 

3. power tools: drill, grinder, electric welder, power wrench, nail gun

4. vehicles: jeep, train, plane, subway, bicycle, lorry, double-decker 
5. shapes: square, circle, rectangle, triangle  
With the help of words classification, the students are able to remember more and more words. The more words and phrases the students know, the easier English becomes. 
Conclusion: In English teaching practice we should reform vocabulary teaching. The form of teaching should be diversified. In class we should pay more attention to develop students’ learning and memory strategies, which enable them to master the correct method of learning and memory. Therefore, listening, speaking, reading and writing ability of the students will be able to improve greatly. 
How to build up one’s vocabulary remains a difficult problem for students in vocational school. Vocabulary is one of the most important factors contributing to a good command of a language. A large vocabulary is most desirable to us learns of English. Language learning and teaching practice show that English teaching of Vocabulary Building can have some regular patterns. In order to develop vocational education, as teachers in vocational school, they should summarize and put to use teaching methods.
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